
Scaffolding



"What learners can do 
today with support, they 
can do alone tomorrow"

- Vygotsky





Providing scaffolding

We can provide scaffolding as it is needed at any stage 
of the lesson.

Input: Reading, listening, 
instructions

Output: Writing and speaking

Reflection and Feedback



As with a lot of 

things the 
starting point 

should be a 
consideration 
of who your 

students are ...

"The biggest mistake 

in teaching is to treat 
all children as if they 

were variants of the 
same individual and 

thus to feel justified in 

teaching them all the 
same subjects in the 

same way. "

-H. Gardner







Introducing new 

concepts:

How do you introduce new concepts and ideas in L1?

Choose one lesson you taught recently and describe how you introduced the 
key concepts to a partner.

Let’s think then how we can introduce new concepts in English…



Activities to help 

learners process 
language …



Visual Organisers
Provide scaffolding for many types of input, including 
task instructions, reading and listening.





Quadrants

Which sector are 
you in ? ☺



Binary 

key



Carroll 

Diagram



Scaffolding input: 
adapting reading 

material.

Metamorphic rocks

Metamorphic rocks are the third type we'll look at. 
They formed from other rocks that are changed 
because of heat or pressure. Earth movements can 
cause rocks to be deeply buried or squeezed. As a 
result, the rocks are heated and put under great 
pressure. They do not melt, but the minerals they 
contain are changed chemically, forming 
metamorphic rocks.

Sometimes, metamorphic rocks are formed when 
rocks are close to some molten magma, and so get 
heated up. Remember that metamorphic rocks are 
not made from melting rock. (Rocks that do melt form 
igneous rocks instead.) When a metamorphic rock is 
formed under pressure, its crystals become arranged 
in layers. Slate, which is formed from shale, is like this. 
Slate is useful for making roof tiles because its layers 
can be split into separate flat sheets.

Metamorphic rocks sometimes contain fossils if they 
were formed from a sedimentary rock, but the fossils 
are usually squashed out of shape. Metamorphic 
rocks can be formed from any other type of rock -
sedimentary or igneous.



definitions

Key words in 
boxes

Explanations in 
brackets

Clear diagram 
to explain text 

visually

Variety of font 
sizes

A cause and 
effect graphic 

organiser

Sentence-level
language 

support

Subheading



Reading materials can be adapted to include support –  

• Headings inserted 

• Use of different fonts, colours, boxed or underlined etc to 

highlight important information. 

• Definitions or explanations added  

• Diagrams added 

• Visuals included 

• Glossaries included 

• Visual organisers included to highlight important information 



Scaffolding Output

Providing:

•useful language

•alternative combinations of 
structures

•key word prompts

•frameworks to follow for 
speaking / writing



Speaking activities can be scaffolded with  

• Pre teaching concepts using visuals, realia etc 

• Activating prior knowledge – brainstorming – completing 

mindmaps / KWL tables 

• Using a lead in to create interest 

• Modelling activities 

• Giving ample preparation time before the tasks 

• Encouraging the use of speaking frames  

 

Speaking 
activities can be 

scaffolded with:

• Pre-teaching concepts 
using visuals, realia,

• Activating prior 
knowledge-brainstorming, 
discussion,

• Modelling activities,
• Allowing lots of preparation 

time,
• Using speaking frames



Speaking 

frames



Scaffolding 
writing tasks

Pre-teach 

language

Brainstorm ideas-

mind maps

Use existing texts 

as guides

Encourage 

process writing-

drafting, editing 

etc.

Using writing 

frames









Why use scaffolding?



What can scaffolding do? 
 

• Engage / motivate the learners 

• Provide a clear direction  

• Keep learners on task 

• Guide learners to useful resources 

• Reduce surprise / uncertainty / disappointment / frustration 

• Deliver efficiency  - help learners to work more efficiently / 

effectively 

• Make learning more individualised 


